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ÒWelcome back to a new term and a New
Year. I hope that 2007 is a very happy,
healthy, and successful year for you and

your family.Ó

É.and a big thank-you from the staff and
myself for all your cards and generous gifts.
Many of us are still trying to burn off the
extra inches we gained from eating all that
chocolate and drinking all that wine!!

Thank You to Santa!

A fantastic time
was had by all at
the Christmas
party. Again the
children enjoyed
party games and our
regular entertainer
Zeppo. The children

loved all the delicious party food you provided
- thank you for your generosity.

This next bit is not to be read aloud  Ð We had
a new Santa this year - Kate HughesÕs brother
John. As a first timer, we were all very
impressed with him and send him our sincere
thanks Ð I do know that he thoroughly enjoyed
himself!

Christmas Play

Well done to all the pre-
school staff and helpers
who worked with the
children to produce such
an enjoyable Christmas
play. It was entitled The
little Red Robin  and I
must say that the children performed
beautifully. They all remembered their lines
and the words to the songs and the little
dances,  which were charming to say the least.

Everyone was impressed with the costumes and
the theatrical curtains around the ÔstageÕ, - IÕm
sure you agree that they gave the production the
finishing touches it deserved.  Thank you and well
done to all involved and thank you to all who came
to see it.

Nursery Leavers

    

We said our goodbyes to three children at
Christmas, all of whom are greatly missed in our
pre-school already. Our best wishes go to Thomas,
Sophie and George silk IÕm sure that those of you
who know these children will join us in wishing
them and their families a very happy and
successful future.

As usual Heidi completed the leaverÕs Early Years
Profiles  that were sent off to the childrenÕs
prospective schools in December, in readiness for
the new term. Thank you Heidi and all the pre-
school staff who do such a superb job!

Movers It seems as though the children who

have moved through to new rooms this term are
settling in well, thanks to the nurturing and gentle
encouragement of our very caring staff.

New families or family members
joining us We extend a very warm welcome to

all our new babies, children and their families.
Thank you for choosing us and I am happy to say
that the children who have started with us
already are settling in well.
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Births

Congratulations to Anila and Mohammed Parents
of Ismail and Mobeen on the birth of their baby
daughter Amani. Congratulations also to Claire
and Justine, parents of Olivia, on the birth of
Baby  on the birth of Emily Grace.

Looking back over 2006 and

 ahead to 2007

Firstly I want to congratulate you all on raising

£ 1050.00  for Children In Need . ThatÕs a

record amount for us and a fantastic
achievement for you!Ð very well done to the
staff and children for the work put into the
various events and to you for collecting so
much money Ð wow!

Overall 2006 was a very eventful year at
Halesowen Day Nursery - and one that I wonÕt
forget in a hurry. We achieved such a lot not
only with the physical appearance of the
nursery but also with staff development and
improvements in practice.

Since my Visit to Italy Last year (which you
can read about in the Summer newsletter via
the website ), we have all been working
extremely hard. The staff have endured very
regular training evenings and have supported
me with their enthusiasm and hard work.  As
many of you emphasise in the parent surveys,
the staffÕs genuine care for the children and
their dedication to supporting them and you, is
excellent and possibly second to none.

I do believe however that the biggest mistake
we could make is to be complacent and think
that we have nothing else to learn. As soon as
we think that everything is perfect then we
know we have gone wrong somewhere. We are
all involved in a process where we are
constantly learning and reviewing our practise.
We can never be providing the best if we do
not reflect on what we do and how we do it.

I have recently assigned areas of
responsibility to different members of staff,
just like they do in schools, but on a smaller

scale, and given them the role of coordinator for
their area throughout the nursery.

Examples are : Heidi Ð Maths, Sam - Art and
Craft.  Charlotte ÐMusic, Kathryn -Language and
Communication etc..

These roles are just evolving at the moment, but I
am hoping that they will be fully developed by the
end of 2007.  I will be working alongside each
coordinator in turn to help develop a written policy
for each area. The coordinators will be encouraged
at attend external training and to deliver training
to their colleagues in due course.

Amy Hofton is the Coordinator for Books and with
my interest and training in Equal Opportunities, we
worked together before Christmas to research
and develop and working policy for ÔBooks. The
promotion of Equality of Opportunity and
Awareness of DiversityÕ. This is now being
disseminated through the nursery and is being
implemented in all rooms. I purchased a large
amount of new resources such as books, dolls,
puzzles, art and craft materials, which will help us
to reflect the wider society and I am hopeful that
you notice a greater attention to multiculturalism
through displays and activities. If you would like to
see the policy there is a copy in each room Ð please
ask.

Improvements to the childrenÕs learning environment
have included:

¥ Developing the outdoor play area and the
accessibility of activities to all children.

¥ Developing the variety and accessibility of art and
craft materials in all rooms

¥ Developing the role play areas in all rooms

As the weeks go by you will notice small changes
here and there as its all part of the self reflective
process Ð please speak to the staff about changes
that you notice Ð they will be happy to explain
them to you.

As I mentioned to parents at the Pre-school
Christmas show, we are planning more
improvements to the nursery this year Ða new
nappy changing area and a more secure iron gates
at the front of the nursery. There are no time
scales for these but I will do my best to achieve
as much as I can as soon as I can.



3
Training and Development

EXTERNAL

Our nursery Nurses continue to benefit from
the varied and interesting training provided
through Dudley MBC, in areas such as First
Aid, Food hygiene, Epipen Awareness, Child
Protection and The Foundation Stage.

FURTHER EDUCATION -FOUNDATION DEGREES

In September 2006, three of our nursery
nurses Ð Heidi, Sam and Amy Ð started a two-
year Foundation Degree course in Early Years.
They attend college every Monday afternoon
and so far have had three assignments.  The
course seems to be going well for them all
although I know it is hard work and very
demanding of their time. They are all very
committed to it and say that it is helping
them to see the nursery and management in a
more holistic way.  So far they have all
managed to complete three assignments with
very good grades  -including a presentation
that they were all very worried about!  Well
done girls and keep up the hard work it will all
be worth it in the end Ð by July 2008 our
nursery will be able to boast 4 graduate staff
(including me!)  - not bad eh??

General Activities

BABIES AND TODDLERS

In the near future we are planning to introduce
the babies to regular strolls out in a buggy.
We only intend to take them around the
housing estate behind the nursery and not to
cross any busy roads. Obviously we will be
seeking your signed consent for this, but in the
meantime we are just looking at resourcing
this venture. We have one double buggy kindly
donated by Mr and Mrs Kinghorn, and we are
purchasing two new ones (unless any of you
have got a spare one). We also intend to buy
Ôcosy-toesÕ and rain covers for the buggies but
if anyone has any old ones they would like to
donate they would be gratefully accepted.
Please speak to Sam, Kate, Heidi or Myself
with any suggestions.

BABIES

Sam and Natalie would like to welcome new babies
Lauren and Emilee, to the baby room as well as
twin brothers Matthew and Benjamin. These are
early days for all our new starters but they seem
to be settling in well.

The babies seemed to really enjoy preparing for
their first Christmas. They made cards and
calendars and at the party they even saw Santa
face to face! Ð They were a little startled at first
but quickly adjusted and really enjoyed it.  The
children loved learning how to clap for Children In
Need and before Christmas most children had
leaned to crawl and even walk.

Recently the babies have been really enjoying
playing in their lovely cosy corner and also at the
low table where they can pull themselves up Ð it
really is a big hit at the moment so the girls are
constantly making sure that thereÕs something
attractive on the table for them to go to.

As you can see from the
photos, all the babies
are still thoroughly
enjoying exploring the

ÔTreasure BasketsÕ
which are updated
regularly with new
and interesting
items to touch,
smell and taste. They also really love all the new
materials as you can see in the photo.

TODDLERS

Kate, Donna and Rachel, would like to welcome Daniel,
Jack and Olivia to the toddler room. Each of them are
settling well and adapting to their new environment.

Autumn throws up many new opportunities for
learning and exploration
and leaf play is just one of
many. Hopefully from the
photo you can see just
how much the children
enjoyed feeling and
smelling the lovely leaves.
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You will have all
noticed the
development of
the home corner in
the toddler room
and as you can
imagine, the
children have

thoroughly loved it. Here Laura and Louie are
cooking beans and eggs while Adam is washing
upÐ so you canÕt say were are not training them!

Play in the home corner presents many
opportunities for
staff to encourage
children to work
collaboratively and
to learn about caring
and sharing. Here
you can see Louie
again kissing and

nurturing the baby with the support of Sarah.

Before Christmas the toddlers enjoyed  a
great deal of art and craft. There were
numerous opportunities for Sticking, Painting,
and colouring Ð all helping the children to
develop fine motor skills. They especially
enjoyed having their photographs taken for
the calendars.

Other special times that the children have
enjoyed over the past term include the
dancing, cooking and dressing up for Children
In Need and of course the fabulous Christmas
party. Thank you for all your support with
these events.  The Themes to be covered in
the toddler room over the coming weeks
include Nursery Rhymes, Colours, and
Numbers. The toddlers will continue to explore
creative play through cardboard boxes,
heuristic play, free painting, pasta play and
dressing up.

KINDERGARTEN

When children move from the toddler room up
to the Kindergarten, itÕs a whole new world.
Over the last few weeks Charlotte Kate,
Sarah and Marjorie have been busy helping the
children to adapt to their new

environment. There were in fact nine toddlers
moving up this term so they had each other for

support. We would like to welcome all the children
back to nursery for a new term and New Year and
especially Levi who is new to the nursery and
kindergarten and is settling in well. Many parents
have mentioned how much their children were
looking forward to coming back to nursery after
the Christmas break.

 Before Christmas the children were learning lots
about winter weather and focusing on giving and
sharing in families. They have also been focussing
on gross motor activity and enjoying daily
exercises and other physical pursuits outdoors
with games such as Ôfollow the leaderÕ, Ôhead
shoulders knees and toesÕ, balls skills etc..

The new cosy area is a big hit Ð the children love
to look at books and
play with soft toys
here and the area
seems to help the
children feel very
relaxed and chilled out
Ð lovely!

The developments in the art area have also been
quiet striking as the
children are
discovering a new
independence as they
easily access painting,
drawing, chalking,
gluing, & printing Ð at
any time of the day.

The Kindergarten children are still thoroughly
enjoying all the new play equipment they were given
before Christmas Ð these include lovely musical
bells which each play a different note, magnets
and water blocks for scientific play, and some
wonderful new puzzles, books, posters and dolls
that help to widen the childrenÕs awareness and
respect for our multicultural and diverse society.

The Kindergarten staff now have weekly planning
meetings where they discuss and plan for the
forthcoming week based on the interests of the
children. At the moment the children are really
ÔintoÕ animals and animal noises, and also water and
colour.
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PRE-SCHOOL

Children moving into the Pre-school this term
are settling well and some are enjoying popping
back to visit their old room from time to time.
Before Christmas the children really enjoyed
the creative focus where there was lots of
opportunity for dressing up, drama, clay and
dough work. The children have also been
developing listening skills through circle time

and there has
been a real push
recently on
encouraging the
children to play
collaboratively.
This has been
very noticeable
with the

outdoor construction area and
also with the new
construction platform( Made
by Malcolm Theaker) where
the children are encouraged
to create/build something
together.  The idea is that
the children build something
that stays on the platform
and then other children can
come over and add to it. This
is quite a difficult concept
for some children but a very valuable skill once
they get over initial ownership problems. The

children have opportunity to
negotiate, sort out
disagreements and share
ideas.

The children really enjoyed
learning their parts and
dressing up for the
Christmas play Ð in fact
dressing up has been quite a
major interest over recent
months as you can see from

these lovely pictures!

For this half term the main focus area is
maths concentrating on shape, number and

pattern. Pattern is proving to be of great
interest and is generating a lot of imaginative
play around the idea of animals and their
markings. Also at the moment the children are
getting a lot out of the new home corner Ôshoe
and fashion ÐshopÕ where they are encountering
mathematical concepts such as pairs, long, wide,
pattern etc..  These concepts are further
consolidated through regular computer
opportunities where gain children work
collaboratively and learn about numbers, shapes,
pairs etc..

ALSO Ð Continue to keep an eye on the
Kindergarten and pre-school notice boards for
any information that may be relevant to you
and your child, and for details of how you can
contribute to your childÕs learning.

 News and Events
Fun Quiz Night  

Fri 9th Mar 07   @ 7.30pm

FOR PARENTS AND STAFF

Please support our Quiz night by
getting together with any other parents you know
to make up TEAMS OF 4.  Then complete a ÔteamÕ
registration form and give it to a member of staff.
If you would like to be part of a team but would
prefer that we allocate you to one, then please
complete an ÔindividualÕ registration form.

Registration forms will be available soon at the
nursery entrance.

There will not be an entrance fee but you will be
asked to make donations on the night and to
nominate your team charity. All money raised will
be given to the charity chosen by the winning team.
Heidi will be our quizmaster and she wonÕt take any
bribes!!  Arrangements for food and drink will be
made nearer the time, but as a general idea we
thought that a small buffet could be provided
between us all and you can bring your own drink.

WeÕre all looking forward to it, - it was great fun
last year and the year before - so with your
support it should be a really fun good night.  Thank
you.
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Parents Survey

The bi-annual Parent survey will be sent out to
you in March. Please take the time to complete
this, as it gives us a good insight into how you
feel about our service.  Your feedback in the
past has assured us of the many ways in which
we are meeting your needs as well as areas
that need attention. Room leaders are asked to
monitor the effectiveness of the feedback you
receive from us, which I believe was very
successful last time Ð If you are not happy
with how we respond to your concerns, then
please speak to me personally. Thank you.

ParentÕs Evening  Friday 23rd March

For Over 2Õs ONLY

Parents of children in the Kindergarten and
Pre-school are invited to our parents evening
to review your childÕs individual progress.

Appointments will be made nearer the time

Easter Fun Day Thurs 5th  April

¥ Easter Egg Hunt -

Throughout the day the children will enjoy
Easter Egg Hunts around the play area.
Children will search to find chocolate eggs - to
be taken home at the end of the day. The
smaller children will obviously be given plenty
of help to find the eggs!!

Easter Bonnet Parade - 4pm

We would like to involve as many children as
possible in our Easter Bonnet Parade. Bonnets
need not be over extravagant, but simple and
colourful. Staff will try to help you with ideas
and may be able to provide suitable materials.

There will not be a winning bonnet, but all
entrants will receive a prize and a certificate.
All children will receive a small Easter egg

We hope you can fully enter into the spirit of
the occasion and we look forward to admiring
your Easter creations!

New Photographer

We have decided to use a new photographer this
year who will offer a black and white option on the
photographs and also give you a choice of shot. I
hope I will live to regret this decision but I wonÕt
know if I donÕt try. The new company is called
FOTEK and will be here on
Friday APRIL 27 TH from 10.00 am

PROCEDURE

PROCEDURE FOR THE DAY:
¥ Children who are not normally in and whom their
parents have brought in will have their photographs
taken first.
¥ Children attending nursery that day will then have
their photographs taken in turn  with afternoon
children having theirs taken when they arrive.
¥ The proofs should arrive at nursery within
approximately two weeks.
¥ The order forms must be returned to nursery along
with payment (Cash/Cheque) before a given date, and
we then forward these onto the photographers.

CHEQUES MUST BE MADE PAYABLE  TO ÔFOTEKÕ Ð
NOT to US!!

Your photographs should arrive within a further two or
three weeks.

ÔMUSIC TOTSÕ
The 10 dates for the Wednesday
sessions this term are:

JJ ANUARYANUARY : 10TH
 17TH

 24TH
 31ST    

FF EBRUARYEBRUARY::  7TH
 21ST

 28TH

MM ARCHARCH: 7TH
 14TH

 21ST

2-3 yr olds   3.00-3.25pm   £2/sess or £20/term

3-4 yr olds   3.25-4.00pm  £2.50/sess or £25/term

PLEASE PAY CASH ONLY IN ADVANCE WHERE

POSSIBLE

I TÕS VERY COLD OUTSIDE AT THE MOMENT Ð

BUT  ÔTHEREÕS NO SUCH THING AS BAD WEATHER Ð
ONLY BAD CLOTHING !Õ

Children benefit so much from
being outdoors so please ensure
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that your child has a warm coat, gloves, hat and
scarf. Thank you

Changes in Personal Details

If you need to make any changes to the
personal details we hold for you Ð change of
address, telephone number/s, work contact
number, work address, doctor etc.., please ask
Sam in the baby room who will provide you
with a ÔChanges of DetailsÕ form.

I T IS VITAL THAT THE INFORMATION WE HOLD FOR

YOU IS ACCURATE .

ALSO- I F YOU CAN ONLY BE CONTACTED ON A

MOBILE NUMBER THAT YOUR MOBILE PHONES ARE

ALWAYS KEPT SWITCHED ON .  Thank You

HAS YOUR CHILD GOT EVERYTHING THEY

NEED FOR NURSERY?

Each child should have
enough spare clothes in
their bag to see them through any mishaps
during the day.  Please check for spare:
cardigan/jumper; trousers/skirt; T-shirt; 2 or
3 pairs of socks and pants.

Please note that children who are TOILET
TRAINING need an abundant supply of

spare clothes.

 Your ChildrenÕs Health

It would be very helpful if parents could keep
staff informed about appointments for
Vaccinations so that we can support you in
monitoring your childÕs health. Also please let
us know if your child has had a sleepless night
or there are any changes in health or
behaviour.

This is the worst time of year for coughs and
colds, chest infections and fluÕs, and we do all
we can to prevent the spread of infection.
Please continue to inform us about your
childrenÕs illnesses as soon as they occur, as
we can effectively contain bouts of stomach
upset/contagious viruses etc. when we are kept
well informed.  Unfortunately itÕs not possible
to bring your sick child to nursery, and weÕre

very grateful to you all for ensuring your children
are well enough to come here, and no longer
contagious before bringing them back to nursery.

Education Grants

As usual, education grants will be issued to parents
of all children from the term after their third
birthday.

The procedure is that we send your childÕs details
along with your signed ÔParent Carer Statements Õ
to the local authority and after a few weeks the
grants are sent to the nursery. Thank you to all
those who have returned their completed Parent
Carer Statements to us so far this term.

Final Thanks:
Thank you to all parents who volunteer their time
and expertise to support the childrenÕs learning. So
again I must mention Mal Theaker who kindly made
the wooden building platform for the pre-school
recently Ð YouÕre very generous thank you.

My personal thanks go to Heidi, Kate and all the
girls for all they managed to accomplish last term
including the Children in Need sponsorships, the
Shoe Box appeal, Christmas parties and an
unforgettable Christmas Play. Well Done and thank
you to everyone Ð YouÕre a fabulous team!

Along with the staff may I take this opportunity
to thank each one of you for your continued

support throughout the past year and to wish you
all a very happy 2007.

Kindest regards
Alice, Heidi, Kate & all the staff x

Dates for Your Diary:
First Music Tots : Wednesday 10th  Jan

Quiz Night: Fri 9 th   March
Parents Evening : Friday 23 rd  March

Final Music Tots : Wednesday 21st  March
Easter Fun Day : Thursday 5 th  April

Good Friday (Closed) : Friday 6th   April
Easter Monday (Closed) : Monday 9th  April




