Hello! I hope you all had a lovely Easter break and enjoyed the extra days together. I would
like to say a big thank you to all parents who supported their children in making Easter
Bonnets for the parades, they all were absolutely fantastic, and the children were really
proud wearing them.
WELCOME TO SUMMER 2021 We have already started getting some long-awaited SUNSHINE! Let’s hope
it continues
New Arrivals – both to the world and to nursery
•

The whole team and I would like to take this opportunity to officially welcome all of the new children &
their families – both those who have joined us in recent months and those who will be joining us over
the rest of this term. We are extremely happy to have you are here and we know that you will all enjoy
your time at Halesowen Day Nursery.

•

Huge congratulations to Sarah, Kieran and Finley on the arrival of baby Florence, Arlo and Oliver on the
arrival of their baby brother Mason, and Isaiah on the arrival of his baby brother Gabriel.

Let’s Read Together – Lending Library
We are really excited to have started our Lending Library and we are happy that so many
families are already taking advantage of this scheme. Children will be able to take a book
home for the week to share and read with parents. We have a wide range of books
available for all ages. Sharing stories can help your child get to know sounds, words and
language, developing those early literacy skills, but most of all it can help children learn to
love reading! You may have seen that each book is in a plastic wallet which also includes a
‘chatter card’ for parents with ideas about fun ways to extend talking with your child about
the book. We would love to hear about your story times at home, either through feedback
to your child’s teachers or by adding a parent contribution on learning journals.

School Leavers
Sadly for us, it’s almost time to say goodbye to our oldest children in
Preschool and their families as they start their new adventures at Primary School! …
If you can let Emily or Jennie know what school your child will be attending in
September that would be really appreciated. As we get closer to June/July we will be
starting our School Transition Process (transition letters/visits to schools and progress
reports).
For our leavers this year we will be continuing our nursery tradition of
painting the leavers bench. The bench will be re-painted by the children who are due to start school in
September and it will remain in the garden with their design on until next year when the next nursery leavers
will repaint it. This has proven to be a lovely way for the children to leave their ‘mark’ at nursery and a lovely
thing for them to see when they come back and visit, as many do in that first year.
We will also be having a leavers party on Thursday 15th July 2021 from 2pm – 3.30pm. Children
that are not attending nursery that day but are leaving to start school we be invited in at that time to join their
friends in celebrating their time at the nursery. This also provides an opportunity for staff to say goodbye to all
the children that will be leaving.

Summer BBQ and Social 2021
Covid restrictions permitting - We are hoping to be able to hold our annual nursery BBQ
on Saturday 10th July 2021 from 1pm – 4pm. We would love for you to come and
enjoy the garden and play areas with your family and socialise with other nursery
families. There will be a few small activities for the children (face painting etc.) and we
will provide the staple BBQ bits. Please feel free to bring any additional picnic nibbles
if you would like to.

Heart Week/Sports Week
To celebrate our new defibrillator with the children at nursery, we are going to be holding a week
of fun physical activities week commencing 21st June 2021. The children always enjoy having
Luke from “Active Adventurers” in and love playing outdoors so we thought this would be a
perfect way to raise their awareness of the importance of our hearts and staying active. Physical
exercise is extremely good for children’s heart, muscles and bone development. It also improves
children’s’ special awareness, co-ordination and balance.
We would like to say a massive thank you to everyone that has helped to raise £1,481.00 for a defibrillator.
Especially Wendy our Chef who raised a whopping £400 through her raffle. It will have a child and adult switch
and be contained in a heated locked box so that it can be positioned outside of the nursery and will be
accessible to both the nursery and the wider community.

I would like to thank the parents who attended our last parent forum ‘How we are dealing with Covid’. I know
some parents were not able to attend and have expressed an interest in joining our next one, so we hope to see
you there!
For those of you who are new to nursery, our termly parents’ forum meetings are open to all parents
and are a time and place where we can discuss current happenings and hot topics such as: recent achievements
of the nursery and children, upcoming events, our action plan, and ways that we can support our families. We
will be holding this term’s meeting through ‘ZOOM’ on Wednesday 26th May 2021 at 6.30pm-7.15pm. I will be
sending out a link nearer the time to all parents. We look forward to seeing you there.

Teddy Bears Picnic
As a nursery we like to support different charities, this term we are supporting
Crackerjacks Children’s Trust. Crackerjacks is a children's charity,
committed to offering help and assistance to children and their families, in the
UK, who suffer from a disability. The week commencing 17th May 2021
children are invited to bring in their favourite teddy (in a bag with name on) to
join them at a Teddy Bears Picnic. We are asking parents if they would make a
small donation to this charity to support children with disabilities across the UK.

Employee of the month

Sun Safety

Many thanks to everyone who has
nominated a member of staff and
recognised their hard work over the last
term. It is really lovely for the girls to see
that the effort they make and the care that
they provide is valued as it happens.
Please do continue to make your
nominations and look out for the winner’s
certificate displayed on the entrance
noticeboard and our Facebook page at the
end of each month.

As it’s the summer term, I must remind you to please continue
to be vigilant in keeping your child safe in the sun this year –
our policy requests that the first layer of sun cream is applied at
home before they come into nursery and we strongly insist that
this is adhered to. Drinking water is as always available all day
for each child. We also request that they have a sun hat and
sun-cream at nursery on each day of attendance (or labelled
and kept at nursery if possible). As always, we recommend the
legionnaire style hats which are great for protecting faces,
heads, ears and necks from the sun.

Reminders for all Parents
Spare Clothes Appeal
If your child has borrowed any of
nursery’s spare clothes and you haven’t
yet managed to return them, could we
politely remind you to do so as our
resources are running low. Or, if you have
any children’s clothes, underwear or
socks that your child no longer needs and
you would be happy to donate them to us
for our spare clothes collection we would
be very grateful.

Daily diaries are completed on learning journals daily to allow for
a quicker handover on collection to reduce contact time during
the current situation.
No toys are to be brought into nursery other than comforters
which can stay at nursery and be washed regularly
Please can you pack spare clothes in your child’s bag along with
hats, coat and sun cream and also label all clothing.
No food to be brought into nursery due to dietary requirements.

Parent’s Evenings
Dates for your Diary
Monday 12th July - Parent’s Evening
Wednesday 26thth May - Parent Forum
Saturday 10th July - Summer BBQ
Thursday

15th

July - Leaver’s party

Monday 16th Aug - Leaver’s Parent’s Evening

Bank Holiday Closures
Monday 3rd May
Monday 31st May
Monday 30h August

Our next parent’s evening will be held
Week commencing Monday 12th July 2021
Telephone Appointments can be made with your child’s Key
Person
Week commencing Monday 16th August 2021 we are also
holding a final parent’s evening specifically for the parents of
children who will be leaving us to go to School in September –
Telephone Appointments can be made with your child’s Key
Person.

School Leavers

If your child is going to school in September, please could
you let a member of staff know which school your child has
been allocated so we can begin the transition process with
your chosen school.

ROOM ANNOUNCEMENTS
Babies
This term in baby room we have welcomed lots of new babies and enjoyed getting to know them. We have been
exploring ‘Beautiful Beasts’ through a variety of sensory tuff tray activities. We created a farm using different cereals, the
babies played in here with farm animals and tractors. We sang songs and made animal sounds. We have experimented
with painting and explored colour mixing with different foods. Then we explored mini beasts, we went on a bug hunt in
the garden, explored our way through a spider’s web and even dug for wiggly worms. We then started to look at animals
that lived in the zoo - we roared like lions, jumped liked kangaroos and even made our own zebra patterns. We have
enjoyed stories covering all the various animals we have learnt about.
Next term we are going to be learning about ‘Mechanical Wonders.’ We will be soring off to the moon exploring the stars
and night sky as we go!

Toddler room

‘Once upon a time’ was a great opportunity to introduce new language and rhymes. The children looked at the stories
‘We’re going on a bear hunt’, ‘The Gruffalo’ and ‘Elmer’, this meant the children used lots of maths language around
colours, positions and size. They we’re able to talk about feelings and enjoy a variety of multi-sensory activities where
the children were exploring different textures including paint, flour, edible sand, cereals and water. These tuff tray
activities led onto our next topic of ‘Beautiful Beasts’.
During the topic of ‘Beautiful Beasts’ the Toddler room have focused mainly on exploring through their senses. We have
been using edible tuff trays to encourage the children to feel, taste, look, hear and smell different types of food. We have
been looking at different types of animals from zoo animals, farm animals and under the sea creatures. One topic the
children have been really interested in as been mini-beasts – where the children have been caring for caterpillars that
transformed into butterfly’s this week. We have also been very creative and made lots of patterns and textures in paint
using different parts of our bodies.

Kindergarten
Throughout our topic ‘Once upon a time’ the children enjoyed looking at a range of their favourite books. We focused a
lot of activities around developing maths and literacy skills, through a variety of different art and craft, cooking and tuff
tray activities.
Our topic for this half of the term has been ‘Beautiful Beasts.’ We have focussed a lot on sensory play and provided a
range of different textures and edible activities for the children to learn about different animals, we really enjoyed
exploring and discovering frozen mini beasts, making edible sand and playdough to support their play. We have also
learnt a lot of Makaton signs for the different animals and looked at the different pattern’s animals have on their fur/skin.
The children have really enjoyed looking after the baby chicks and learning how to care for them and gently touch them.
Next term we will be focusing on ‘mechanical wonders’.

Preschool
The children very much enjoyed exploring our last topic of ‘Once upon a time’. They loved sharing their favourite stories
and exploring lots of activities around these. In January we also introduced a theatre in preschool. The children have
loved creating their own songs and stories and performing for their friends and teachers. The children have also enjoyed
lots of role play with the puppets.
This term we have enjoyed learning about ‘Beautiful beasts’. We have explored lots of different types of animals, such
as jungle animals, artic animals and animals that live under the sea, where we created our own aquarium in the home
corner. For this topic, we have had a special focus on tuff trays, where the children have explored using all their senses.
Preschool have especially enjoyed tasting the different foods we used when creating our edible jungle tuff tray, which
was a huge hit with the children. The highlight of this topic has been caring for our very own chicks. The children have
been excited to watch them hatch and have shown lots of care for them, gently stroking them and helping to offer them
food and water.
As lots of children are preparing to make that transition to school, we have begun to share stories around going to
school, supporting independence in self-care, recognising and writing the letters of our names.

